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Opening Address 
by Iannis Xenakis

Initially published in: Proceedings of the 
ICMC 1978, pp. 2-4; http://hdl.handle.
net/2027/spo.bbp2372.1978.002

Original PDF with new page layout.

Comment by Martin Supper
The ICMC at that time was dominated by 
IRCAM and American computer music. 
Xenakis' lecture was on music and origi-
nality, which was a unique exception at 
the conference, and should therefore 
definitely be republished. 

Comment by Cort Lippe
This was Xenakisʼ keynote address which
he gave just before playing “La Légend 

dʼEer” in 8 channels [instead of 7 channels 
as original; editor's note]. It is a simple 
and straightforward address which urges 
scientists and musicians to explore the 
rich domain of algorithmic composition, 
macroscopically and microscopically, to 
create structures and sounds as yet un-
heard.

Post scriptum by Les Amis de Xenakis
The association “Les Amis de Xenakis” is a 
non-profit organization, whose purpose is 
to promote, preserve, and disseminate the 
archives and intellectual heritage of the 
work and thought of Iannis Xenakis, both 
musical and architectural. It is made up of 
board members who are specialists in Xe-
nakis and is chaired by Mâkhi Xenakis, 
holder of the moral rights.
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